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An Oidium in the Skin of a Case of Pseudo-lupus Vnlpris.-J. C. 
Gilchrist and W. R. Stokes ( Bulletin of the Johns Hophns Hospital, July, 
1896) report the results of microscopic investigation in a case of disease 
of the skin which resembled lupus vulgaris more than other diseases 
Miliary abscesses were found in the epidermis and in the upper portion of 
the corinm, in all of which were numbers of doubly contoured, refractive 
round and ovoid bodies, many of them with buds, others with vacuoles. They 
weie arranged singly or in groups, contained granular protoplasm, and re¬ 
sembled closely blastomycctes. No tubercle-bacilli could be found in any of 
the sections. The writera were of opinion that this extensive cutaneous dis¬ 
ease was caused by the species of oldiom described, and that this is the only 
example in literature of a pore disease of the skin which lias been shown to 
be earned by a species of oidium, and the third example in which lesions of 
the human skin have been produced by organisms allied to the yeast-fungi, 

Busso’s case and Gilchrist’s case being the other two. _ 

[The case is of great interest, especially in connection with Wernicke s 
Basse's, and Gilchrist’s investigations in other similar cases, recently re- 
ported.] 

A New Lotion for Certain Itching-diseases.-C. Bceck (MonaUheJte for 
prat. Sena., Bd. 21, No. 3) gives the following formula, of value in dry 
itching, inflammatory diseases of the skin: talc amd powderrf storch, of 
each 50 grammes; glycerin, 20; lead-water, 100 This is to be diluted with 
twice the volume of water, shaken, and applied to the skin with a brusho 
mop and permitted to dry on. The effect of the lotion, which of courae 
contains the talc in suspension, is cooling, anti-pruriginous, astringent, and 
antiseptic. Half of the lead-water may be replaced .by a 1 per cent, 
boric-acid solution, especially where the skin is tender. The lotion is miefol 
in acute and chronic dry eczema, papular eczema, and in inflammatory psori¬ 
asis, but is contraindicated in diseases in which there is fluid discharge. 

[We have tried this lotion in papular and in erythematous eczema, and 
have found it useful.] 

Local Ubo of Potassium Permanganate in Diseases of the Skin.—L. D. 
Bulkley (Medical Record, February 29,1896) finds this drug, in 1 to 2 per 
cent strength, useful in a considerable number of cases of eczema, and also 
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in some other diseases accompanied with itching. The solution is brushed 
or mopped over the surface and permitted to dry in, which it does quickly. 
The brilliant pink or magenta-colored fluid turns very soon to a moderately 
dark-brown, staining the skin for some little time and is-finally cast off 
by exfoliation of the tissues which it has oxidized. It is of most value 
in subacute erythematous, papulo-squamous, and moist or weeping eczema. 
Immediate relief from itching is usually experienced. It may be applied 
two or three times daily. It often serves to reduce thickened skin, and in 
some cases its use may be followed by zinc oxide lotion or an indifferent 
ointment 

Streaked Skin Affections of the Lower Extremity.— Julius Heller 
(International Altai of Rare Skin Disease*, Part xii., 1895) depicts collec¬ 
tively several old and recent cases of this particular group of diseases of 
the skin. The striated distribution of the disease over a part or the whole 
of the lower extremity is dependent upon anatomical conditions, and is 
common to the whole class of such affections. The cases depicted and 
described were observed by the writer, by Unna, Shearer, Philippson- 
Unna, and Neumann. Some were of an inflammatory nature, others pos¬ 
sessed the general characters of ncevi, for the most part unilateral. He con¬ 
cludes that although the illustrations of the five cases, the history of the 
diseases, and his observations upon the cases do not solve the pathogenesis 
of these striated diseases of the skin, nevertheless they lead to the following 
positive and not unimportant conclusions. All attempts to explain by any 
one system the streaked or striated affections of the lower extremity have 
failed. Just as in the one case involvement of the larger lymphatics can 
without doubt be considered the cause of the streaked character of the erup¬ 
tion, so in other cases this factor can be with certainty excluded. The 
anatomical basis of every case ought therefore to be separately determined. 

Pitting about the Hair-cnps.—In a paper read at the meeting of the 
American Neurological Association, June, 1896 (Journal of Nervous and Men¬ 
tal Disease, September, 1896) Browning calls attention to a trophic change 
of the skin in certain nervous disorders of central origin. This change con¬ 
sists in a faint depression, frequently oval, in the direction of the lines of the 
skin, about the exit of each hair. The depression is slightly paler than 
the surrounding skin, almost like a minute cicatrix, but soft to the touch. 
The change is usually found upon the extremities, being most marked upon 
the lower ones. On the upper extremities it is seen best on the outer side 
of the forearms. On the lower extremities they are chiefly noticeable on 
the front and outer side of the leg a little below the knee. In chronic 
anterior myelitis associated with progressive muscular atrophy the author 
has never found this pitting absent. Other diseases in which it has been 
noted are paralysis due to lead-poisoning, spastic tabes of syphilitic origin, 
grave hysteria. Apparently this pitting is to be regarded as indicative of 
disease of the spinal cord, especially of the anterior horns, and is useful in 
differentiating central from peripheral disease. Prognostically the pitting 
indicates a grave disorder. 



